











































































































“No voter to be left behind”

Q24.

Ans:-

Q25.

Ans:-

Q26.

Ans.

Q27.

Ans:-

What are the responsibilities of each of the polling officials?

Normally, a polling party consists of one Presiding Officer and three Polling
Officers. The first polling officer will be in charge of the marked copy of electoral roll

and his responsibility is to ensure the identification of electors.

The Second Polling Officer will be in charge of indelible ink. After the elector has
been identified by the First Polling Officer, the Second Polling officer will apply
indelible ink on the left hand forefinger of the elector. The Second Polling Officer
will also be in-charge of the register of voters (in Form 17A). He will be responsible
for maintaining the proper account of electors whose identity has been established
and who vote at the polling station in that register.

The Third Polling Officer will be in-charge of the control unit of the voting
machine. He will activate the Ballot Unit(s) kept in the voting compartment by
pressing the ‘Ballot’ button on the control unit. Before allowing the elector to
proceed to the voting compartment, he will also check and ensure that the elector’s
left hand forefinger still bears a clear indelible ink mark.

The Presiding Officer is over all in-charge of the polling station and his main duties
are to conduct mock poll to ensure and demonstrate to the polling agents that the
Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) is in perfect working condition, commence the
pollin time and check the ballot unit on regular intervals to ensure that the machine
has not been tampered with in any manner.

What is a polling agent?

The polling agents are appointed by contesting candidates to watch their interest
and assist the polling personnel to identify the electors at the time of poll in a polling
station.

What are eligibilities for appointment as a polling agent?

An ordinarily resident and elector of a polling area or in the neighbouring polling
station area falling in the same constituency, can be appointed as a polling agent by
the contesting candidate. Polling agents must have Elector’s Photo Identity Cards
(EPIC) or any other recognized identification device issued by the Govt. or any
Govt. agency which bears his/her identity.

What is the sitting arrangement of polling agents inside a polling station?

The polling agents are seated in such a way that they can see face of the elector asand
when he enters the polling station and is identified by the first Polling Officer so that
they can challenge the identity of the elector, if need be.

It will be preferable if seats of the polling agents be given closely behind the first
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“No voter to be left behind”

Q28.

Ans:-

Q29.

Ans:-

Polling Officer. Wherever this is not possible because of the situation of the door for
entrance, they may be given seat just opposite the polling officers. But, they should
not in any event be seated in a place where they have the chance of seeing the ballot
unit and the voter while recording his vote. In case of a polling station, which has
very small and insufficient space or where the respective constituency is having
abnormally large number of contesting candidates warranting the presence of a large
number of polling agents, in such cases where polling agents cannot be
accommodated, Observer(s) shall be consulted for appropriate advice and their
consent shall be obtained.

What are the instructions for setting booths by candidates near the polling
station?

As per the Commission’s instruction, a contesting candidate can set up his/her
election booth near the polling station, but beyond 200 meters from the polling
station, to help the electors locate their names.

What are the Election Commission’s instructions on Videography or digital
photography done inside the polling station?

Digital Photography was initiated on the suggestion of the Supreme Court
(judgment dated 11.1.2015 in Civil Appeal no 9228 of 2003- Janak Bingham vs
Das Rai & others) but no compromise on secrecy of voting should be allowed. The
Election Commission has specifically directed that a digital camera person has to
capture the following:

e All electors coming to cast votes not having EPIC /other ELECTION
COMMISSION approved photo identity card — to be captured as same
sequence as they are entered in Form 17 A, photographs are to be taken
immediately after entry.

Other critical events like:

* Mock poll and sealing of EVM before start of poll

* Dositioning of voting compartment (minimum 3 photos covering the

background also)
* Presence of CPMEF / State Police personnel deployed in the polling station

* Presence of polling agents ® Photos of electors in case of Challenged / Tendered
Votes/Missing voter as per ASD list;

* Voters waiting outside at the close of scheduled hours of poll and last voter in the
queue

e Visits of sector officers, observers and other electoral functionaries.
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“No voter to be left behind”

In deference to the suggestion of the Supreme Court, the Election Commission has
also instructed that videography of the poll proceedings may be carried out inside
the polling station in consultation with the Observer. However, proper care shall be
taken to ensure that while doing the videography, the same does not violate the
secrecy of vote, i.e., it should be ensured that a voter recording vote should not be
videographed. No photography/ videography shall, however, be allowed by the
media persons or by any other unauthorized persons inside the polling station, to
maintain general order and secrecy of vote.

Q30. What are duties of Central Para Military Forces (CPMF) at a polling station?

Ans.

Q31.

Ans.

The Commission as defined following duties for the CPMF:-

(a) Wherever the CPMF arrives in advance for area domination, it shall take out
flag marches, point patrolling and other confidence building activities.

(b) On the poll-eve (day prior to the poll) the CPMF shall take position in and
control of the respective polling stations.

(c)  On the day of the poll, the CPMF shall be primarily responsible for protecting
the polling stations and regulating the entry inside the polling stations. One
jawan of the CPMF party shall be deployed at the door of the polling station
(either in static or oscillating mode) in order to observe the proceedings thatare
going on inside the polling station, as per the directions of Hon’ble Supreme
Court. Besides, the Coy. Commanders of CPMF will also move in their
respective polling station areas as an area domination force and confidence
building measure in the catchmentarea of polling stations.

(d) In case CPMF has not reached to the polling station covered by CPMF due to
any reason, the poll shall not commence.

(e) Afterthe pollis completed, the polled EVMsand the Presiding Officers shall be
escorted by a contingent of CPMF to the Reception Center. Details in this
regard shall be worked out by the DEO and SP in consultation with Observer

in advance.

(f) The CPMEF shall also be responsible for guarding the Strong Room where the
polled EVMs are stored and kept till the day of counting.

Under which provision, the polling station for election to the Council of State
is created?

Under Section 29 (1) of the 1951 Act, at an election to the Council of States by
members of the State Legislative Assembly, the poll shall be taken at such place as
may be fixed by the Returning Officer with the previous approval of the Election
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Commission. The polling station should normally be fixed in the precincts of the
Legislative Assembly building.

Q32. Who are the electors at an election to the Council of States?

Ans. The representatives of State in the Council of States are elected by the elected
members of the Legislative Assembly of the State. The representatives of UTs are
chosen in the manner prescribed in Article 80 (5) and Section 27 A to 27 J of the
1950 Act.

Q33. What is the height of the partition between the seats of authorised agents of
political parties in polling station for election to Council of States?

Ans. Height of the partition between the seats of authorised agents of different political
parties is six (06) feet.

Q.34 Who functions as Presiding officer at polling station for election to Council of
States?

Ans. The Returning Officer also acts as the Presiding Officer at such polling station for
election to the Council of States.

Q35. How many polling officials man the polling station for election to Council of
States?

Ans. The Returning Officer may appoint such number of persons to act as polling officers
to assist him in the conduct of poll as he thinks necessary. Normally, two polling
officers will be enough for the purpose. In case, he feels that the number of electors
is quite large, he may appoint three polling officers.

Q36. Who are the electors at election to State Legislative Council?

Ans. Thus, elections to members of State Legislative Councils are elected by MLAs and
electors of the council constituencies consisting of Local Authorities
Constituencies, Graduates Constituencies and Teachers Constituencies.

Q37. What is the difference between an election to State Legislative Council by
MILAs and election to Council of States?

Ans. The poll at an election to the State Legislative Council by members of the State
Legislative Assembly is taken in the same manner as the poll held atan election to the
Council of States. The notable distinctions are that (i) the secrecy of ballot papers
shall be strictly maintained during election to the State Legislative Councilsi.e. open
ballot system is not applicable in the case of election to the Legislative Council by
MLAs and (ii) the nominated members, if any, of the State Assembly also vote at an
election to the State Legislative Council, whereas only the elected members vote at
an election to the Council of States.
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Q38. Who is responsible authority to provide polling station for election to State

Ans.

Legislative Council from Council Constituencies?

Returning officer is responisble for providing polling station in and election to State

legislative Council by MLAs, which for election from coucil constituencies, it is the
responsibility of the District Election Officer to provide, with the previous approval
of the Election Commission, a sufficient number of polling stations for the Council
Constituency, the whole or greater part of which lies within his jurisdiction. Where a
constituency extends to two districts, the Chief Electoral Officer shall decide as to in
which district the greater part of the constituency lies and the District Election
Officer of such district shall provide polling stations for the whole constituency
including the areas falling in the other district. Where, however, a constituency
extends over more than two districts of which neither the whole nor the greater part
of the constituency lies within the jurisdiction of any one District Election Officer,
the District Election Officer of every district will provide polling stations for the
areas falling within the territorial jurisdiction of his district.
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“The district election officer shall, with the previous approval of
the Election Commission, provide a sufficient number of polling
stations for every constituency the whole or greater part of which
lies within his jurisdiction. and shall publish, in such manner as
the Election Commission may direct, a list showing the polling
stations so provided and the polling areas or group of voters for
which they have respectively been provided.”

(Section 25 of the Representation of People Act, 1951)

This Compendium is intended for the use of Election officials,
political parties and general public.
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