From

Returning Officer-cum-Sub Divisional Officer (C)
01-KalkaAssembly Constituency

To
Sh. Pardeep Chaudhary
Indian National Congress Candidate
01-Kalka Assembly Constituency
Memo No. 1801, dated 28-10-2024
Subject: Response to Complaint Regarding EVM Battery Levels During Counting

Process.

In continuation of Letter No. 1793 dated 18.10.2024 by this office, with
reference to your complaint dated 9" October, 2024, concerning the Haryana Legislative
Assembly General Elections - 2024, in which concerns were raised regarding the battery
levels of the Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) at booth numbers 133 and 149, particularly
the observation that the EVM battery levels showed 99% on the day of counting. It has been
alleged that such battery levels are unlikely, implying a potential discrepancy in the process.
It was also submitted in the complaint that in booth number 1 and 2, the candidate has been
shown to secure similar number of votes. All the concerns have been comprehensively
addressed in this letter and a detailed explanation has been provided based on facts,

procedures, and the Election Commission of India (ECI) guidelines.

The election process begins six months prior to the general election. First, the
First Level Check (FLC) of the Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) is conducted. Accordingly
the undersigned remains continuously active until the election is concluded. It would not be

inappropriate to say that a Returning Officer works continuously and tirelessly adhering to

the standards laid down by the Commission, while being on duty 24 hours a day as per it
e rits
guidelines. The presence of the Returning Officer during all procedures is not onl
ot only

mandatory but also ensures the smooth runnin ‘
g of the process. All the dut;
: €S as a Returning

Officer throughout the various stages of the election have been dilj
ili

, . gently and faj
performed. A brief overview of the entire process in relation to th y and faithfully
O the

provided. complaint has been
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The administrative safeguards defined in the Commission’s instructions and

guidelines, combined with the technological security features, make the Electronic

Voting
Machines tamper-

proof and completely free from manipulation. The Commission has

Prepared a checklist for each aspect of EVM handling after the election results are declared,
~ which includes the transportation of machines from the manufacturer and the storage of the
Electronic Voting Machines. Additionally, dos and don'ts have been specified to address any

potential issues at various stages of the election.

The Election Commission has implemented a detailed and strict administrative
system of protective measures and procedural checks and balances to ensure that Electronic
Voting Machines are safe from any form of misuse, unauthorized access, or inadvertent
procedural errors, whether before, during, or after voting, during storage or transportation.
These security measures are applied transparently at every stage with the active and well-
documented participation of political parties, candidates, and their representatives to build
trust in the integrity and reliability of Electronic Voting Machines. These functions and
procedures are carried out under the supervision, direction, and control of the Election
Commission by District Election Officers, Returning Officers, or senior district officials, which
you are well aware of. The involvement of political party agents in the process is so robust
that no change in the EVMs or their transportation from one plz;ce to another is possible
without the participation of political representatives. The main points of this process are

reiterated for your information below:
1. First Level Check (FLC)

¢ According to the instructions of the Commission, included in the EVM Manual
(August 2023), letter no. 51/8/16/9/2017-EMS (P&L) dated 09.11.2017, the
detailed First Level Check (FLC) of both components of EVMs and VVPATSs is
carried out at least 180 days before the election in the state. The purpose of
FLC is to ensure the authenticity and suitability of the EVMs and VVPATs to be
used in the elections. The FLC is conducted at the district level under the
supervision of the District Election Officer (DEO) in alfully secured _and
protected environment, in the presence of representatives of recognized
political parties, by engineers from the manufacturing .com;:.\a‘ny. T.he DEO
prepares a detailed schedule for the FLC and shares it in writing with each
recognized political party at the district level, at least two days before the
commencement of the schedule, under suitable acknowledgment, and copies
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it to the state headquarters of the party. Political party representatives are
requested to be present during the FLC. If they fail to participate in the FLC, a
reminder is sent with acknowledgment. A register is maintained to obtain the

signatures of the political party representatives who attend the FLC.

The First Level Check (FLC) is a diagnostic test for each Ballot Unit (BU),
Control Unit (CU), and VVPAT to verify the full functionality of the machines,
as mandated by the manufacturer. After the inspection, the manufacturer
issues a proper certificate stating that all the components of the EVM are

original.

The FLC is conducted in a large hall with 24x7 CCTV coverage and under full

security with the presence of armed police forces, as per the detailed
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) provided by BEL/ECIL. A logbook is
maintained at every entry and exit point to record the details of each person
entering the premises. The entire FLC process is supervised through
webcasting at the DEO and CEO level control rooms (strong rooms) and

reports are submitted to the Commission.

As mentioned above, political parties are actively involved in every stage of
the FLC to their full satisfaction. They are allowed to randomly select any

machine and conduct mock polling themselves.

After the FLC, the machines are sealed with pink paper seals. Political party
representatives also sign the pink paper seal.

For district Panchkula, the FLC was conducted at the district headquarters
from 01.08.2024 till 09.08.2024. The following political party representatives
participated in the FLC during these mentioned dates:

(Attached as Annexure | : Pages 1-9)

| Sr. | Representative from Party
No. Political Party affirmation
1. Vijay Kumar INLD
2 Rajinder Nuniwal BJP
3. Satpal Gupta BJP
4, Rajesh Kumar JJP
5, Surender Rathi AAP
6. Ram Swroop BSP
7 K. Sharma BJP
8. B.S. Sathi CPI(M)
3
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2. Post-FLC Storage

* The Commission has issued detailed instructions for the storage of "FLC OK
EVMs" in strong rooms and for their 24x7 security. At least one section of the

State Armed Police Force is deployed to maintain 24x7 security at the strong
rooms.

* The entry point of such strong rooms and corridors are under 24x7 CCTV
coverage with a DVR,

* A logbook is maintained by the security personnel stationed at the entry
point.

* District Election Ofticer (DEO), Superintendent of Police (SP), Observers, and
political party representatives visit the strong rooms.

* This arrangement continues until the first randomization of the Electronic
Voting Machines is conducted for election preparation.

* Political parties are well informed about the storage and security of "FLC OK
EVMs." '

¢ For Panchkula district, the strong rooms for the “FLC OK EVMs" were
established at Administrative Block-cum-Multi Level Parking at 3 Floor,
Room No. 55-56.

3. Randomization of Electronic Voting Machines

The Electronic Voting Machines stored in the strong room are randomized twice
through the EVM Management System (EMS), an app developed by the Election

Commission of India’s IT team.

a. First Randomization

« Before the first randomization of Electronic Voting Machines, 10% of
the machines are set aside for training and awareness programs,
marked as “training and awareness." The District Election Officer then
schedules the first randomization and sends a written invitation to all
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recognized political parties in the state, with acknowledgment, at least
48 hours in advance.

e The first randomization is conducted through EMS in the presente of
political party representatives to allocate machines to
constituencies/segments randomly.

e Alist of the randomized Electronic Voting Machines is provided to the
political parties, and their acknowledgment is taken in writing.

e In Panchkula district, the first randomization was conducted on
02.09.2024 in the presence of representatives of various political

parties:
(Attached as Annexure Il)
Sr. Representative from Party
No. Political Party affirmation
1 Manoj Aggarwal INLD
2. Satish Kumar INLD
3: Rajinder Nuniwal BJP
4, Ramesh Gupta BJP
5 Pramila AAP
6. Ram Swroop BSP
T Ravinder Rawal INC
8. K.C. Bharadwaj JP
9, Ishwar Singhmar JIP

e The Electronic Voting Machines allocated to my constituency were
stored in the designated Assembly Constituency strong room at Govt.
P.G. College for Women, Sector-14, Panchkula.

¢ The entire storage process was conducted under videography

e As prescribed in the Commission's instructions, appropriate
arrangements were made for security and CCTV coverage.

b. Second Randomization
e After the finalization of candidates, the Returning Officer conducts the

second randomization through EMS.




e This randomization is conducted in the presence of the representatives
of recognized political parties and the Commission's observers, who
are officers from All India Services from other states.

¢ Political parties are informed in writing about the schedule of the
second randomization.

* Second randomization of Electronic Voting Machines was conducted
on 24-09-2024 at 02.00 PM Conference Hall, Mini Secretariat, Sector-1,
Panchkula in the presence of political parties:

(Attached as Annexure Ill)

Sr. | Election Candidate Name | Party
No. | agent/representative affirmation
of candidate
1. Ashok Kumar Om Parkash Gujjar | AAP
2. Amrinder Singh Shakti Rani Sharma | BJP
3. Karan Chaudhary Gopal Sukhomajri | Independent
4, Karan Vishal Independent

4. Commissioning of Electronic Voting Machines

* After the withdrawal of nominations, the Returning Officer (RO)
prepares the schedule for the commissioning of Electronic Voting
Machines and the setting of candidates.

e All candidates are informed of the schedule with proper
acknowledgment, requesting them to participate in the commissioning
process.

» Candidates are requested to participate in the mock polling process.

» The commissioning of machines for the Assembly Constituency is
done in a secured environment in a separate hall with full security
coverage and 24x7 CCTV surveillance,

e The commissioning process is conducted by Assistant Returning
Officers (AROs) and other officials deployed by the RO, with the
assistance of the BEL/ECIL technical team, in the presence of the RO,
the Commission's Observer, and all candidates present in the hall.
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To bring more transparency, separate TV monitors are installed at each
Symbol Loading Unit (SLU) to display the symbols being loaded for
the candidates and their representatives.

At this stage, the engineers of the manufacturing company check all
the components of the machine again, and after showing them to the
candidates, they issue certificates to the Returning Officers.

First, the Ballot Unit (BU) is prepared and sealed, then the VVPAT unit
is prepared. A new power pack (battery) and a new paper roll are
installed. After sealing the VVPAT compartment, the Control Unit (CU)
is prepared and the candidates are set in it. A completely new power
pack is installed in the CU.

After preparing all three units (BU, CU and VVPAT) and replacing the
old battery with a new one, the cables of the CU, BU and VVPAT are
connected, and mock polling is conducted to ensure the proper
functioning of the EVM and VVPAT.

After completing the entire process, the machine is switched off, and
the VVPAT and CU are sealed. The battery sections of the VVPAT and
CU are also sealed using thread seals and address tags.

The Returning Officer and the candidates or their
representatives/agents sign all the seals of the EVM and VVPAT.

After commissioning, the machines were stored again in the strong
room with all protocols specified by the Commission.

The commissioning and storage of the Electronic Voting Machines for
my Assembly Constituency 01-Kalka Assembly Constituency was
conducted from 25-09-2024 to 29-09-2024 at Govt. P.G. College for
Women, Sector-14, Panchkula, in the presence of the

candidates/representatives of the following political parties:

(Attached as Annexure IV)

Sr. Election Candidate Name Party
No. agent/representative affirmation
of candidate -
IZ Devi Dayal Pardeep Chaudhary | INC
3 Amrinder Singh Shakti Rani BJP
3 Karan Chaudhary Gopal Sukhomajri | Independent
4 Karan Vishal Independent




5. Dispersal of Electronic Voting Machines

» The Commission's instructions also provide that the Returning Officer
will inform the candidates in writing about the date and time of
opening the strong room during the departure of polling teams.

* In the presence of the Returning Officer, the Commission's Observer,
and the candidates or their agents, the Presiding Officers of the
polling teams thoroughly check that the Ballot Units, Control Units,
and VVPATs are duly sealed, and their seals and address tags are
intact, and the batteries have been installed.

¢ The candidates witness the departure of the polling parties along with
the security personnel.

s If the polling parties halt at any intermediate location with the
Electronic Voting Machines before or after voting, a suitable
government building is designated as the intermediate EVM strong
room.

e The same Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is followed for the
security, opening, or closing of the intermediate EVM strong room as
is applied for the regular strong rooms at the Assembly Constituency
headquarters,

* The movement of polling teams and vehicles carrying Electronic
Voting Machines is monitored through GPS and mobile-based
tracking systems at the DEO and CEOQ levels in the state.

« The DEO notifies all candidates and observers with details of the
sector officers and the registration numbers and details of all vehicles

transporting the Electronic Voting Machines.

e The Observer deputed by the Commission to the constituency
monitors strict compliance with the instructions issued by the

Commission in this regard.



6. Arrangements for Polling Day

* The Commission has laid down a detailed procedure for handling
EVMs at polling stations on the day of polling, as well as the protective
measures to be undertaken by the Presiding Officer and polling

personnel, through its instructions no. 51/8/Inst,/2023-EMS, dated
16.10.2023.

* Before the commencement of actual polling, a mock poll is conducted
by the Presiding Officer in the presence of the polling agents of the
candidates, following the procedure outlined in the Commission’s
instructions no. 51/8/7/2019-EMS, dated 30.09.2019.

e During the mock poll, at least 50 votes are cast, ensuring that votes
are recorded for each candidate, including NOTA,

* After confirming the results of the mock poll, the VVPAT slips are
printed, and the mock poll data is deleted, and the Control Unit and
VVPAT are duly sealed again.

» The entire mock poll process is shown to the polling agents, and their
signatures are taken. They are also allowed to sign on the paper seals.
The Presiding Officer issues a mock poll certificate with the date and
time of the mack poll.

* The Presiding Officer also notes the date and time of the

commencement of actual polling in the mock poll certificate and the
Presiding Officer's diary.

¢ The Commission has issued guidelines to polling personnel for dealing
with contingencies during actual polling.

* In case the Control Unit shows a "low battery" indication, the power
pack of the Control Unit or VVPAT, whichever is the case, is
immediately replaced as per the instructions contained in the
Commission's letter no. 51/8/7/2020-EMS, dated 25.08.2020.

o The Sector Officer, along with the engineer from the manufacturing
company, is available in the field to assist in such situations.

o The Sector Officer is allocated reserve machines, and where necessary,
the machines are replaced.

; BN
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If any machine is replaced, the entire process of mock polling and

sealing is repeated on the new machine. The polling agents are
allowed to sign the seals.

After the completion of polling, the Presiding Officer presses the
Close' button on the Control Unit to close the machine. The total
number of votes recorded in the EVM is noted in Form 17C, and the

date and time of the closing of polling are noted in the Presiding
Officer's diary.

* The details recorded in Form 17C are shared with the polling agents
present at the time of the closing of polling.

¢ The Presiding Officer then disconnects the Ballot Unit, Control Unit,
and VVPAT, and places the Ballot Unit and Control Unit in their
respective carrying cases.

e The Presiding Officer removes the power pack (battery) from the
VVPAT and then seals the EVM and VVPAT in the presence of the
polling agents at the polling station.

e The Presiding Officer signs the address tag and gets it signed by the
polling agents.

e« The sealed Electronic Voting Machines are transported to the
collection centre under the security of the armed police force.

7. Storage of Used EVMs

e Separate strong rooms are designated by the Returning Officer in
advance for the storage of used EVMs and reserved/failed EVMs.

« The used Electronic Voting Machines are stored securely under proper
videography after informing the candidates and their agents in
advance, following the instructions contained in the Commission's
letter no. 464/Strong Room/2023-EPS, dated 18.07.2023.
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* In the strong room for used EVMs, floor space is designated to stack
the Electronic Voting Machines for specific polling stations in
respective sections/racks.

» The Commission has laid down strict protective and security measures
for the storage of used Electronic Voting Machines, which include the
following:

vi.

vii.

A single point of entry into the strong room without any
windows or alternative doors.

The strong room, where used EVMSs are stored, is secured with
a double-lock system. The keys to Lock-1 are with the
Returning Officer, while the keys to Lock-2 are with the
Assistant Returning Officer.

A two-tier security arrangement, with the innermost perimeter
under CAPF coverage and the outer perimeter under the State
Armed Police Force,

CCTV cameras with DVR and uninterrupted power supply are
ensured for the protection and security of the strong room.

A proper logbook is maintained by CAPF for every entry and
exit, as well as the duty roster of security personnel. The
logbook records the date, time, duration, and name of every
individual crossing the inner perimeter, with signatures taken in
each case. This includes visits by the Observer, District Election
Officer (DEQ), Superintendent of Police (SP), candidates, or
their agents, or any other individuals.

No vehicles, including those of any office-bearers or ministers
or any other political office-bearers, are allowed to enter the
secured premises where Electronic Voting Machines, VVPAT,
and election papers are stored.

Continuous videography of the entrance point is conducted
while opening and closing the strong room in the presence of
candidates or their representatives.
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viii, Candidates can deploy their representatives outside the inner
perimeter to monitor the security arrangements of the strong

room.

e In 01-Kalka Assembly Constituency, the used Electronic Voting
Machines were stored in the strong room at Govt. P.G. College for
Women, Sector-14, Panchkula (location) on 06.10.2024 at 01:10 AM.
in the presence of the Observer Sh. K. Mahesh, IAS (G-29316) and the

candidates/representatives of the following political parties:

(Attached as Annexure V)
Sr. Election Candidate Name Party
No. agent/representative affirmation
of candidate 1
1 Amandeep Chaudhary | Pardeep Chaudhary | INC
2. Karan Chaudhary Gopal Sukhomajri | Independent

« The entire process was duly videographed, and the signatures of the
candidates/their agents were also taken in the logbook. They were
allowed to deploy their representatives to monitor the security of the
strong room.

8. Scrutiny of Form 17A and Other Documents

e On the designated day for the scrutiny of Form 17A and other documents, the
District Election Officer/Returning Officer opens the strong room containing
the election forms under videography in the presence of the Observer and the
candidates/their election agents/their authorized representatives.

« If the relevant accompanying documents for the scrutiny of Form 17A need to
be transported, they are transported under appropriate police escort with the
Executive Magistrate, Candidates and their representatives are also allowed to
follow the vehicle transporting such documents,

« Candidates/their election agents or representatives are properly informed
about the travel plan.

e After the scrutiny of Form 17A and other documents is completed, they are
repacked in their respective packets, and the strong room is closed and sealed
after making an entry in the logbook and taking the signatures of all the
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candidates or their representatives present, the Observer, and the Returnin
Officer. ’

* The entire process of opening and closing the strong room containing Form
17C and other documents is duly videographed.

* In 01-Kalka Assembly Constituency, the scrutiny process was conducted on
06-10-2024 on 11:00 AM at Auditorium, PWD Rest House, Sector-1,
Panchkula in the presence of the Observer Sh. K. Mahesh, 1AS (G-29316)
and the candidates/representatives of the following political parties:
(Attached as Annexure V)

Sr. 1 Election Candidate Name | Party

No. agent/representative of affirmation
candidate

T Akshay Chaudhary Pardeep Chaudhary | INC

2. Amrinder Singh Shakti Rani BIP

3. Karan Chaudhary Gopal Sukhomajri | Independent

9. Counting of Votes

« On the day of counting, the strong room containing used Electronic Voting
Machines are opened under videography in the presence of the
candidates/their authorized representatives, the Election Commission
Observer, and the RO/ARO.

e The preparation for transporting the used Electronic Voting Machines from
the strong room to the counting hall is done safely along secured paths. Care
is taken to ensure that the movement paths of EVMs from two strong rooms
do not overlap. The movement of used Electronic Voting Machines is also

videographed.

¢ Onlythe Control Unit (CU) are brought to the counting hall,

« Before switching on the Control Unit, the seals are thoroughly inspected by
the counting staff in the presence of the candidates' counting agents.

« The votes recorded in the Control Unit are matched with the total number of
votes mentioned in Form 17C, which was already shared with the candidates’
polling agents at the polling stations.
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The start and end date and time of polling recorded on the Control Unit are
verified and shown to the polling agents.

The counting agents certifies by signing Form 17C that the Control Unit being
used was the same one used at that polling station.

After the counting of a particular machine/booth is over, From 17C Part Il
filled by the Counting Supervisor is also tallied and duly signed by the
Counting Agents of all candidates/political parties present of that particular
booth. '

The Commission has issued clear instructions to deal with various
contingencies arising from procedural lapses by the polling staff or
discrepancies in the polling date and time details.

After completing each round of counting, the Returning Officer announces
the result of that round. At the end of the last round of vote counting on
Electronic Voting Machines, the Returning Officer will conduct a mandatory
verification of the VVPAT slips from 5 randomly selected polling stations for
each Assembly Constituency.

These 5 Electronic Voting Machines are randomly selected by the RO through
the drawing of lots as per the procedure laid down by the Commission in its
instructions no. 51/8/VVPAT-Instructions/2019-EMPS, dated 15.04.2019.

The candidates are informed in advance about the draw of lots.

In case of any discrepancy between the votes recorded in the EVM and the
VVPAT paper slip count, the VVPAT paper slip prevails as per Rule 56(D)(4)(b)
of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961.

The entire process of EVM counting and mandatory VVPAT paper slip
counting is videographed.

The Observer remains present throughout the counting process from the start
until the results are declared.

In 01-Kalka Assembly Constituency, the counting process was completed at
Auditorium, Govt. PG College for Women, Sector 14, Panchkula on 08,10.2024
in the presence of the Counting Observer Sh. Amit Kumar, SCS 1996 (5-35612)
and the candidates/their counting/election agents. The polling stations that
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were randomly selected for mandatory VVPAT slip counting were polling
station 216, 217, 199, 128 and 211.

(Attached as Annexure VII)

From the above, it is evident that political parties and contesting candidates/their agents
were involved in various stages of the election process. Each of the Commission’s
instructions was strictly followed, and candidates/representatives were informed of these
processes in a timely manner. The candidate/representative from INC participated in various
stages, and the various stages of the election were implemented before them, the details of
which are reiterated below:

The schedule for FLC was shared in writing by the District Election Officer of
Panchkula through letter no. Election-2024/4024 dated 29.07.2024 (Annexure-VIIl),
requesting recognized political parties, including the Indian National Congress (INC),
to send their representatives to be present during this process. The INC
representative Sh. Ravinder Rawal (District Coordinator INC) duly acknowledged the
receipt of the program.

The FLC of the Electronic Voting Machines was conducted in Panchkula from
01.08.2024 till 09.08.2024 at Administrative Block-cum-Multi Level Parking at 3"
Floor, Room No. 55, and during the process, 8 representatives were present on
different dates from 01.08.2024 till 09.08.2024.

The schedule for the first randomization of the Electronic Voting Machines was
shared in writing by the District Election Officer, Panchkula through letter no.
Election-2024/4783-88 dated 29.08.2024 (Annexure-IX), requesting all recognized
political parties, including the Indian National Congress (INC), to send their
representatives to be present during the first randomization process. The INC
representative Sh. Ravinder Rawal (District Coordinator INC) duly acknowledged the
receipt of the program. The list post-randomisation was given to the representatives
of political parties and receiving has been taken (Annexure-X),.

The INC representative Sh. Ravinder Rawal (District Coordinator INC) was present
during the first randomization process. This process was completed to the
satisfaction of all political representatives, and no objection or issue was raised by any
party, including the INC.

The schedule for the second randomization of Electronic Voting Machines for the 01-
Kalka Assembly Constituency was shared in writing by me, as the Returning Officer,
through letter no. 836-42/V.S. Elect.-24 dated 22.09.2024 (Annexure Xl), requesting
all contesting candidates, including the INC candidate Sh. Pardeep Chaudhary, to be
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VL.

VIL.

VIIL.

IX.

Xl

Xl

present during the second randomization process. You/your representative duly
acknowledged the receipt of the program.

Again, regarding 01-Kalka Assembly Constituency,
Voting Machines was conducted from 25.09.2024
Women, Sector 14, Panchkula. The schedule for this was shared in writing by me
through letter no. 920-26/V.S. Elect. Dated 24.09.2024 (Annexure-XIl) and letter no.
VS/Election-2024/936-42 dated 24.09.2024 (Annexure-XIII, Pages 1-3), requesting
all candidates, including the INC, to inspect the process and participate in the mock
polling. Receipt of the schedule was duly acknowledged by candidate/representative.

the commissioning of Electronic
onwards at Govt. PG College for

You/your representative Sh. Devi Dayal was present during the commissioning
process. No issue was raised by you/your representative during the commissioning.
This process was completed to the satisfaction of all candidates/their representatives
in my presence. After the commissioning process was completed, the Electronic

Voting Machines were sealed with my signature and your signature/your
representative's signature.

Additionally, through my letter no. 1439-45/V.S /Elect-2024 dated 03-10-2024
(Annexure XIV), you were informed in writing about the schedule for opening the
strong room on the day of dispersal of the Electronic Voting Machines and polling

parties (04.10.2024). You/your representative have duly acknowledged the receipt of
the letter.

All the seals on the Ballot Units (BU) and Control Units (CU) were intact, and at that

time, no issue or concern was raised by you/your representative regarding the safety
and security of the Electronic Voting Machines.

On polling day, a mock poll was conducted in the presence of your representatives at
all polling stations of the 01-Kalka Assembly Constituency before the actual polling
commenced. Your polling agents also signed the mock poll certificate, and no issue

was raised by your polling agents regarding the mock poll process or the functioning
of the Electronic Voting Machines.

The actual polling process was conducted smoothly, and no objections were raised
by your polling agents at any polling station during the polling process.

After the actual polling was completed, the Electronic Voting Machines were sealed
by the respective Presiding Officers in the presence of your polling agents, and at
that time as well, no complaint or issue was received from you/your representatives
regarding the polling process and the functioning of the EVMs.
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XII.

XIV.

XVI.

XVII,

XVIIL

The used Electronic Voting Machines were deposited at the designated locations by
the polling parties, and you were informed well in advance about this. According to
the log register of the strong room, the used Electronic Voting Machines were stored
in the strong room in your presence/in the presence of your representative
Sh. Amandeep Chaudhary and the General Observer Sh. K. Mahesh, IAS (G-29316) on
06.10.2024 at 01:10 A.M (Annexure XV), and the strong room was sealed in their
presence.

Further, the process of Scrutiny was also conducted on next day of poll i.e. 06.10.2024
in the presence of your candidate/representative Sh. Akshay Chaudhary and the
General Observer Sh. K. Mahesh, I1AS (G-29316) (Annexure XVI).

From the date the strong room was sealed on 06.10.2024 until the date of counting
on 08.10.2024, the used Electronic Voting Machines remained in the strong room,
which was under the security of the Central Armed Police Force (CAPF) and the State
Police. Strict protocols were followed for the movement of authorized personnel, and
the log register entries show that you yourself visited the strong room on 06.10.2024
and monitored the movement in and out of the strong room regularly. Neither you
nor your representatives raised any issue or complaint with me or any ARO during
this period.

On the designated day of counting, the strong room containing the used Electronic
Voting Machines was opened on 08.10.2024 at 07:45 AM. You/your representative
Sh. Amandeep Chaudhary and the Counting Observer Sh. Amit Kumar, SCS 1996
(S-35612) were also present during the opening of the strong room (Annexure XVIl).
The log register was signed, and the entire process was videographed. At that time as
well, no concerns were raised by you/your representative regarding the safety and
security of the used Electronic Voting Machines in the strong room.

Furthermore, the counting agents nominated by you were present in the counting
hall during the counting process. No objections were raised by your
candidate/representative during this process.

Apart from these opportunities, | have also held meetings with representatives of all
political parties, including the Indian National Congress, from time to time and
shared appropriate information with them. The attendance of the presence of your
party’s candidate/representatives are attached herewith (Annexure XVIII)

Furthermore, the list of all randomized Electronic Voting Machines was shared by the
DEO with all recognized national and state political parties at both the national and
state levels during the First Level Check. At each stage, you or your representative

were present during the movement of Electronic Voting Machines from the strong

: B

room.




Moreover, followi
pnie 4340:2% ;:ed::derzt;f UtheO:mt:rable Slupreme C-Clurt of India in Writ Petition
M , : 04, . the Election Commission of India has prescribed
administrative Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for the extraction of units for
examination, protocol, and safeguards for the post-counting scrutiny and verification of the
burnt memory/microcontroller of EVM units (Ballot Unit, Contral Unit, and VVPAT) in its
instructions no. 51/8/Instructions/2024-EMS, dated 01.06.2024. As per the time frame
provided in paragraph 3(c) of those instructions, eligible candidates may submit a written
request to the DEQ within seven (7) days of the declaration of results. No such request from

the INC candidate contesting from 01-Kalka Assembly Constituency was received.

Clarification on 99% Battery Level Display

As far as the question of the Control Unit displaying the battery status as 99% is
concerned, it is informed that the batteries in the Control Unit are inserted and sealed in the
presence of the candidates during commissioning, and their signatures are taken. These
signatures can be checked by the candidate or their authorized representative at any stage,
making tampering impossible. Alkaline batteries are used in the Control Unit of EVMs. This
battery is capable of handling up to 2000 votes even when four Ballot Units are connected to
the Control Unit, and it is a high-quality battery. The initial voltage of a new power pack is
around 7.4 to 8.0 volts, and its power consumption is minimal. When the voltage is above
7.4, the battery capacity is displayed as 99%. With use, the battery capacity and resulting
voltage decrease. As soon as the voltage drops below 7.4, the actual available capacity of the
battery is displayed below 98%. The Control Unit remains operational as long as the battery
voltage is above 5.8 volts. The percentage displayed depends on the initial voltage of the

new power pack, mock poll, actual poll, and the use of the Control Unit, which may vary

across different polling stations' EVMs.

It is reiterated that Electronic Voting Machines are stored under strict protocol and
are under continuous security cover by the Central Armed Police Force (CAPF), police, etc.
You/your authorized agent, along with representatives of other political parties, were
involved in every stage of EVM handling, from sealing the battery section to storing the
EVMs back in the strong room, taking them out on polling day, conducting polling, pressing

the ‘Close’ button at the end of polling, sharing voting details with polling agents during the
18 i




day, sealing the EVMs after polling

room, opening it on counting day, bringi

votes cast on the EVM

ac enti

round
process transpare ntly.

Also, Form 1 i i
Is 7C was shared with the polling agents, and the votes recorded on the

EVMs were tallied with it during counting. At no point during this process were any
objections received.

In addition, Sh. K. Mahesh, |AS (G-29316), was appointed as the General Observer,
Sh. Ravi Shankar Chhabi, IPS 2007 (P-28729) as the Police Observer, and Sh. Darsi Suman
Ratnam, IRS, as the Expenditure Observer in my Assembly Constituency 01-Kalka Assembly
Constituency. The contact numbers of all these officials were shared with all candidates. Al
processes were carried out under the supervision of the Observers. At no point did your

candidates/agents raise any objections with the Observers.

As the Returning Officer of 01-Kalka Assembly Constituency, the relevant instructions

of the Commission were thoroughly studied. As per the Commission’s guidelines, political

parties and candidates were regularly communicated and provided with written informaton

5 - i =
on each stage, with proper acknowledgments. Whenever an issue was raised by candidates

; ; i i olved it
or their representatives, Returning Officer/Assistant Returning Officer immediately res

2 s ions. Upon factual
following the existing provisions and the Commissions instructions.  Up

i int, i n found that all your
investigation of all the points raised in your complaint, it has bee o
i i _ from the First Leve
allegations are baseless and without merit. 1t Is reiterated here that o
the second phasé of randomization, the

Check (FLC), the first phase of randomization,
} : he election, signing of the address tag

. . . .} t
commis: EVMs five to seven days before Catbnd
sioning of the strong room. distributing the

after inserting the battery, storing the machines N

istributi ter to the polling parties,
commissioned Electronic Voting Machines from the distribution cente i
i i ting mo
reaching the polling stations with the polling parties, conducting i g
] 1 '’ a s
actual polling, voting throughout the day, pressind e Close’ button _
e g g the EVMs after polling

: i olling, sealin
details of the polling agent during P
of the votes cast 1o P ansporting the EVMs to the strong room and

and signing the seals by the polling agents. tri ot o o
storing them in the strong room, sealing the strong room, opening
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day of counting, bringing the EVMs to the counting hall, verifying the seals on the EVMs
before counting, matching the votes recorded on Form 17C with the EVM votes during each
round of counting, announcing the round-wise results — you or your appointed
representatives have been continuously present at all these stages. In addition, all these
processes were continuously monitored by the Central Observers, Sector Officers, and were
covered under videography/CCTV coverage/log books/entries in registers. Therefore,
tampering, manipulation, or alteration of Electronic Voting Machines is entirely impossible.
Thus, the allegations made by you appear to be unfounded, baseless, and motivated by an

afterthought and seem to be intended to create a false narrative.

Despite this, if you are not satisfied with the response given by me, you have the
option to challenge the election through an election petition before the competent High

Court under the provisions of Section 80 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951.

Hope this clarifies all the concerns.

Rajesh gmia, H.C.S.

Returning Officer-cum-Sub Divisional Officer(C),
01-Kalka Assembly Constituency

Memo No. 1802-1803, dated 28-10-2024
A copy is being forwarded to following for kind information:

1. Chief Electoral Officer, Haryana
2. Deputy Commissioner-cum-District Election Officer, Panchkula.

Rajesh%ta, H.C.S.

Returning Officer-cum-Sub Divisional Officer(C),
01-Kalka Assembly Constituency

20
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Name of State/UT: Haryana
Name of District: Panchkula

Address of FLC Hall: New Mini Seett. Sector 1, Panchkula
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Election Commission o1 nuaia

: CEO-SEL/GAC/HR/-/000/102024/01

§cheduled Date

[t =9

EvH Hhuaolnun gYsTER

Nirvachan Sadan, Ash Delhi-110001
3 . : shoka Road, NE-.'W " l A’NN&'XU RE 2:
Detailed First Randomization Repo Date : 02 Sep 2024
; i
P : DEO, Panchkula, Haryana Unit Status : For Elev.l‘.:(:
pori i : 343 Election Type S

- 02-09-2024 10;00:00
.- 02-09-2024 11:15:36

: Haryana Execution Date
: Panchkula Randomization . NORMAL FIRST
4".-'.. l'w - : D01-Kalka
i s 4
BU Box Ne. Unit ID (BU) CU Box No. ; _Unit ID (CU) Unit ID (VVPAT)
52 BBUAE47225 4 BCUAD90902 BVTEH46181
85 BBUAE46962 3 BCUEIQ0651 BVTEF28733
11 BBUEES3688 18 BCUAE33767 BVTEH92801
70 BBUAC90140 3 BCUEI92422 BVTEC55432
87 BBUAE38301 25 BCUAE31349 BVTEH97467 4'
‘ 15 BBUACS8786 16 BCUAE32101 BVTEH86971 i
4
7 BBUAC31299 52 BCUAE32553 BVTEC21270 :
i 3 BBUAEA46356 1" BCUAE31281 BVTEF04954 !
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i |
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10 BBUAE31991 30 BCUAE31875 BVTECS54750 i
”:m BBUEQ17228 23 BCUEI95249 BVTEF0B487 i
*;m BBUAEA47020 36 BCUAE30847 BVTEH75540 l
40 BBUEQ12993 6 BCUEI91144 BVTEF07300 1|
o i . BCUA?*‘Q?B:{ BVTEH87325 iR i
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Subject:

completed related 1o (he

M Aadmj Party,
an Samnj Party,

Indian Npg
fat. Shakti Ranj S onal Congress

Mobile No. 8295810556

General Vig han

Sabha Electign 2024
Agents regardin

£ various important g
On the nbovt_: noted subject, it is jng
elections, The details are a

S under:

1
Mobile No. 9216450540,

3 —r e 2 =
Mobile Ng, 8168457684 ———r —=
.TMnbilc No. 9814004153

85K Kisiia a, Bharnti)"-‘l Janata Party, Mobile No. 9815511199
« Sh. Amit Sharmg, htlependcm‘ Mobile No, P
ﬁf‘F\G. Sh. Gopal S“k]ll)l'nnjri \
) ndl!pendcnl. Mobile No, 7206016731
watrn 7. 8h. Vishal, l“dfpendem‘

Letter No. VS/Election-2024; A26 —UL patea- FU + *DI=2Y

imated that various date-bound activilies are to be

Notice/Information to the Candidate/Election
clivities related to clection,

be four category of EVM Slronﬁ NWUT;:;TS . :

Category A — Polled Ev.h'?..:r:uucd EVMs and VVPATs
Category B- Non-Fur!;:ImL e scaled alter Coppleﬁon of EVM
2. Swrong r_oom.s wi rasinie of the condidates and Election
Commissioning in the z requested 1o be present during sealing of
agents. Therefore )::uG“;ﬂ PG. College for Women, Sector-14,
the strong rooms %

Panchkula

SVMs & VVPATs |
Non Fu nctional “"'Pog?h:‘s and d:"\d"l’.ﬂ\'l"t \:'ll be
Cmcio'?l’ S‘ ,°g Commmionln%’ :
a) Failed durin

1. PG. College for Women, Sector-14,
shified 10 strong room e fEVM Commissioning.

G : '
Panchkula after couml'::;‘ —EVMs .mg VV\E;AT: will be shified
b) Failed during Mock G. Coliege for Women, Sector-q,
w swrong room Govi- ¥ 'rEVM Commissioning .

ion 0 VVPAT — T = e,
Panchkula after completi® EvMs and VVPATs il be (hiftea

| Coicgory D- Unused S6g "Cotlsge (27 Women, Sector.ts,
to swone rnom Govi- —

b i_l'- Details of Various important activities Schedule
No .
.1 Chec_king of Election Expenses Register of all contesting | 19-09-2024
candidates by the Expenditure  Observer g Deputy | 26-09-2024
Cnmmissioner—cum»l)islrict Election Office, Minj Sceretariat, | 01-10-2021 from 10.00 AM
Sector-1, Panchkula. 10 5.00 PM
2 Second Randomization of EVMs: Second randomization of EVMs | 24-09-2024 at 02.00 PM
will be done at Deputy Commissioner-cum-District Election
Office, Mini Secretariat. Sector-1, Panchkula.
3 Voter Information Slips will be distributed 10 the Eleciors by | 19-09-2024 to 30-09-2024
BLOs —
4 EVMs will be commissioned and prepared at Auditorium Hall, 26-09-2024 onwards
Govt. PG. College for Women, Sector-14, Panchkula SR
5 Storage of Symbol Loading Unit - SLU will be stored at Govi. 26-09_-2024 onwards
i PG. College for Women, Scctor-14, Panchkula in the custody of
| the 'RO in the presence of candidates and Election Agents daily till
letion of EVM commissioning e
6 ;I[I).'::::i,:?on of Symbol Loading Unit to the Office of District | Within 24 Hours after
Election Officer, Panchkula completion of EVM
: 5 Lommissionin
3 Mock Poll in 5% randemly selected EVMs afler completion of l;l:‘xl day after completion on
Wit Sl VM Commissionin
EVM Commissioning during EVM commissioning — There will T e 2mis:
8 Strong Room scaling dur

poll

poll

of poll process

of poll process

After completion of EVM
commissioning and mock

| Afier compietion o EVM |
commissioning and mock

i 0‘5_-?6-202-1 after completion

—
05210.2034 afier compen>”

L |
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e t up for the polling of 30-09-203 35 = - \ ;‘? § 3
e 2 i"-lllflq This will g&.‘ st 'rjmin“ . W.nﬁ :\:ﬁ&.& - e g

o[ vaters ":’d“'; iI::'J A “':jn“ll: l?:’ri:!r;:scnlnlives to witness the | PM bl AW 5 N

o) c t ) L .

] h'“ml‘; :..r; :l;ﬂﬂic‘ ,..u)r;?hi c:,ndidnle may also sit and wnrch i W s
All pulitic oo gl the Vol - —— — B s ‘:
procen of "";:Lﬁina_..— < jar AVSC and AVID voters by polling 27-9-2024°10 33 ‘irﬁl‘ﬁ“- it =
!!'Fi’!‘-'c;c:;g:i'lﬁ” sy I'Illinl;'nun:nhs in from 10 or authorize wr - §

Td_'_ Illln_m v m":,“m-'lf e yinl 1:]A5) 5 ot i aeoacis. 'L'

e :‘;’:l,im::{i""'f'dil:’l'l |’- I'Illl Papers/ETPBS: 20-09-2024'y 07-10-10i |
%;l:i:u::-u-”,"]i;a I““;::llul':lpcfs will be stored at - Govt. PG, | 3:00 M dnily bagis | ‘?‘
i "All polled postal hﬂq cetor=14, Panchlkula o -"-:;i! 3
Coltege far Wometh, '-M, 1l be stored of stored in Postal Ballog 1y 2 :
) + All polled Ii!l th pe;. College for Waomen, Stll.'lﬂl’-l"l. e |
Strong Room ('u.‘:[:} I'M. <
Panchkuls lj-'"'__i”."r-ha-"m of AVSC & AVPD Volers (Home 27-09.2024 1, 23.09,2024
W) All ,mlic:l iz?t"’-“ ¢ in Postal Ballot Strong Room Gowy, pg;, after  completion of has
voung) will e Stored ¥ wr-14, Panehikula afier completion of voting of duily bases, i
College Tur Wml!::n;)hl:twr 14, Pane P B Y bases "‘::',{.-F:'
i ’I‘dill}’ . — _'__‘_'_—_‘_—__'_"'—-—-'. 1% B
Irome vorting ¢ aper of voler Facilitation Cenire will be | 30-00-2024 10 04-10.205= ki
All polled postal ballot pape i p i)
':I' ﬂ,’:l strong room Notilied by District Eleetion Officer, | afier completion of Voling af> gay
;:,:d,kuh. after completion of voting at voter Facilitution Cenire | V¢ g ,'1’._*" .
on daily basis from 30-09-2024 04']0-.202‘ ——-———-___‘————-____: . ;
3 ?.'Eag-: of Polled Postal Ballol Papers r;ccwcd from other ROs 07-10-2024 5 1] “.,
Al polled posal ballot papers reccived from other RO,
(Exchange Centre, Karnal) will be siored ar Postal Bulloy Strong f
Room Govt. PG, College for Women, Sector-14, Panchikula iy % i
the presence of the candidate and Election Agents, ,p_i 4
13 Opening of Sirong oom Tor polling: Strong Rooms will be | 04:10-2024 at 09:00-_AM $
opened on 04.10.2024 for the dispersal of EVMs 19 the Polling N .
Panies, Therefore, you are requested 1o remain present during the | LK
L opening of the Strong Roums, :
14 Strong Ryym Sealing ulter polling: Strong Rooms will be scaled | 05, 10-2024 afier completion |7 B
afier the completion of 1he poll Therefore you are fequesied 1o by of poll process i
present during the sealing of (e Strong Rooms, Ry ¥
P e e 3
15 f.Jprnblnu ol Election Papers Strong Room for taking out | 06-10-3037 A0%WAM S 1 H
}.Im:!nun Papen for struting of Polling:  Aj contesting 4 3
candidates are inforney that Election Papers Strong Room will be '{
{ pehed un 06.10.2024 4 G949 AM at Gowt, pgG, College for t
_ i Women, Sector.| 4, Panchkuly, }
16 .‘H.-rul'my of l‘ul!ing: All contesting cundidales arg informed that 06-10-2024 a1 | 1:00 AM A
Sf'.-mtmy "TF Folling will pe done on g 10.2024 ar 11:00 AM at 5
| };';";':':“;',ﬂ-':}:i""-‘l'"lr Curnmissium.r-cum-mslrlcl Election ’:i
'_'_“"."-"_'._J"_" 3 2 ".'
17 i ;::::u:::mg uf Strony Roum of pulley EVMs : You may appoint | 05-10-2024 i counting '-:
“'mﬁfdrn:.nuuvu 10 monitor the Strong  Rooms from the g
. il CES Near sirgy, 101, fi ![
T I‘melng of Strong 1 ——11 Irom 05.10,2024
Hasas o bc » % Roum urlou‘m Postal Balig Papers: Strong | 08-10-2034 a1 07:00 AM t T
Fortal Bl gpame o CUMing of Polleg e, from %
Sector.)q, Pﬂﬂ-d]":"l]g m Gow, rG. College for Women, i K
Agenty gy m!uts:-:: : aﬂ?:tlu Al randidates and Election s
Ty and shify "'[P':-Ilc dpl';‘i;:-l”:gnfblrs the opening of the sirony 3
Ooe g 20ed Pl 5. J .
Peting 4f e — 0 AN
uP':ndeu m:“m"g; e Founling: Sirong Rooms will be 08-10-2024 a1 07:00 Am 3
i requested g gy Or the coynyjp

" . , You are
Preseny l.iurinul‘rl fpose, Therefore, yo

the opening of ihe Strong
Viley 5

p 5 o i - ""'——-—..____ &
D, Seetyr. 4 u-.?,':'ﬂ'.:""""' Hall, Govi. PG, College for
‘;t'-lllluz um‘a—-_:__‘__uln

and gl

08-10-2024

: F ducuments after counting:
gy Presen during the sealing process of
i

Ing process.

08-10-2024 afier Counting

4l Distrigy Strong Rouvm,
1 Sector-1, punchkula in
Ly-wise,

(PPa

08-10-2024 afier sealing
EVMs

N 1753 and VVPAT
! Strong Room, DEO
1871, Panchkuls aficr

08-10-2024 afier scaling of
Election Documens

TR ———————

AnyScanner

& AnyScanner

©
SCAN

AnyScanner



cefore, all Contestin ™
e B Cand:danesmle ctio v

soned activates on the g B Apesril}
v Bents) 3 ’
i date, lime gng requested to remain present during all

e m
ime/venue if
eldate/tim iFany woulg Places: : :
.y kind information and necessary a:::u:llly intimage, d%ﬁ’fg“fﬁf"‘”ﬁ;’“fﬁ,ﬁ al:;c r:l: ;:;viz
b . andidates/Elec .
C i

“Kalka Assembly Constituency-cum-
Divisional Officer (C), Kalka

b

.-)j Ll' a‘-‘[-;;ﬂa):ﬁl

| .1 No-VS/Election-2024/ QU —y ’ i
v B 1) . "Ds’
. A copy of the above is forward L gy o .
Panc_hkula for information and nxg;:yhicgm”*gf’f“ njissioner cum Distriet Election W

* Presidents/Secretaries and Representatives :l;-:e - N,
Panchkula for- information and necessary actjon:

“iRetarm cer
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Attandance Sheet '

Mecting Regarding Vidhan Sabha Election-2024 with Political Party on
23.08.2024 at 11.00 AM 01-Kalka Vidhan Sabha Constituency.
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